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not merely survives but achieves a higher com-
plexity. He suggests that the dilatation of the
straight alimentary canal so as to form the stomach
must originally have seemed, and been, a disease;
yet the formation of the stomach has assisted in
creating a more sensitive and complex organism by
sheer force of adaptation. What in some organ-
isms might have been organic disease may merely
become a functional disease, and even in process
of time, an improvement in itself.

I insist upon the value of this adaptability because
it is the most important feature of our own time.
We cannot achieve this adaptability, either socially
or individually, except in a society where individual
liberty is cherished and preserved. Moreover it is
only this adaptability which enables us to fight the
pestilent meejianism of Prussian ideas. The one
object of what is called Prussian efficiency is to
create an invincible machine. The whole weakness,
and the only strength, of Germany during the last
fifty years has been this mechanical quality. The
war was planned to break out at a certain moment,
but when once that moment had been chosen and
the machine let loose nothing could be altered.
The machine was let loose, and most unfortunately
for its makers, broke down before it had achieved
what it was constructed to achieve. The logical
result of the Prussian mechanism is that it not
merely deprives the individual of initiative by trans-
forming him into a machine, but it also deprives the
man who designs it of adroitness because he has only
a machine instead of an organism to rely upon. A
few men may hold a trench with machine guns, but